
What Do We Deserve 

November 1, 2015 

  Sermon Notes: Matt. 20:1-16 

 The Setting:  What Do We Deserve? 

Disciples thought: "We've given up much…We must be 

Jesus said:"The First Shall be Last and the Last shall be First."

 

 The Story:  A Parable about…A Master (God)

His Workers (People Invited into His Vineyard), 

The Vineyard (Garden Analogy),  

The Wage (a Generous Offer),  

and the Master's Message to the Servants 

 

 The Surprise: The Master pays the last first and the 

 

 The Strike: Mumble, Mumble, Mumble! 

 

 The Slogan: That's Not Fair! 

 

 The Scheme: This is not about your grape-picking

They aren't your grapes!!! The whole point of the 

is to show you that it is ALL GOD"S and He is gracious
 

 

 
 

 The Sum of the Parable: Do you begrudge my generosity?

     Do I begrudge it because I think I am owed it?

     Do I begrudge it because I think another does not?

     Do I begrudge my service to the Master? 

     Aren't they the same - claiming control of God's R

     Who is the Master?  Isn't it great that He is Good

The purpose of service in the Vineyard is not for you to 

look at yourself.  The purpose is for you to Look
 

…We must be special!" 

shall be First." 

God),  

 

and the same! 

picking skills.  
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gracious!   
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     Prayer Requests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

in the Vineyard is not for you to  

Look at God. 



 Getting Started 

 

Tell about a childhood experience when you thought 

something was REALLY unfair  OR   Tell about a time when 

you were disappointed with a gift that was given to you.

 

 

 

 

What are 3 ways you've experienced God's grace this week?

 

 

 

 

What helps me remember that I am especially unworthy of 

God's goodness and grace? 

 

 

    Digging Deeper 

Recount the major events in the account of Jonah:

 

 

 

What is the surprising event in the whole book? 

 

 

 

What parallels do you see between Jonah and the Vineyard 

workers? 

 

What is Jonah's basic attitude toward Nineveh?   

childhood experience when you thought 

something was REALLY unfair  OR   Tell about a time when 

you were disappointed with a gift that was given to you. 

What are 3 ways you've experienced God's grace this week? 

ially unworthy of 

Recount the major events in the account of Jonah: 

 

What parallels do you see between Jonah and the Vineyard 

 

What ways can we have a Jonah attitude toward our service?

 

 

What do you think the people of Nineveh would think about 

Jonah if they saw how he was reacting? 

How about the "11th Hour" servants in Matthew 

you think they responded to the Message of the Master?

 

 

 

  Next Steps:        Stop and pray on your own…

"Lord, help me to know how I should respond to your Word."

 

Ask yourself, "Have I been counting on bonuses because my 

service has been hard?  Have I grown to demand grace because 

I'm great?" 

 

 

Look around you.  Who is worthy of grace?  

Who do you know that you don't want to receive grace?

 

 

What concrete action can you take this week to overcome that 

attitude? 

 

 

Each day, write down at least 1 big reason you don't deserve 

God's grace and thank Him for His generosity and benevolence.
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